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Coney Islamd Hospital

Greeting and Blessing:

My, R, Wilkes, Asst, Program Director/
Chairmae, Region II Council For Mental Retardation

2801 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, N.¥. 11235

Tiis is in reply to your letter of Aug, 9, in which you 2sk for my views
on "the tare and education of Jewish retarded children,” ovtlining some of
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the problems connected therewith and prevalining policies, etc.

1 must, first of all, make one essential cbservation, namely, that while
the above heading piaces all the retarded in one group, it would be a gross
fallacy to come up with any rules to be applied to all of them as a group, For
it any ebild requires an individual evaluation and approach in order to achieve
the utmast in his, or her, development, how much mose to in the case of the
bandicapped,

Since the above is so obvious, I assume that you have in mind the most
geaeral guidelines, with a wide range of flexinility allowing for the necessary
individual approach in each case, All the more 50, since, sad to say, our
present society is poorly equipped in terms of manpower and financial resousces
%o afford an adequate personal pproach ta each handjcapped boy and girl. Even
lhore regrettable is the fact that little atteation (at any rate little in relation 1o
{ne impoartance of the problem) is given to this situstion, and consequently kittle
is done to mobilize more adequate Tesources to deal with the protlem,

Now, with regard to genesal guidelines, T would suggest the following:
@ The social worker, or teacher, and anyone dealing with retarded in-

dividuals should start fromthe basic premise that the ret: w is in each case
onlya temporary handicap, and that in Gue certainly be

s a precondition for greater
idering the emormous
strides that have been made in medical scien man knowledge, methodology,
and knowhow, there iz no doubt that in this area, too, there will be far-reaching
Thus, the very confi that such progress is in the realm of
possibility will inspire greater enthusiasm in this work, and hopefully will also
stimulate more intensive Tesearch,

vy dm
(2} Just as the said approach is impostant from the viewpoint of the
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