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Foreword

This booklet addresses the current proposal
to establish an Eruv for the Jewish community of
Melbourne, incorporating the Bay, the Yarra river
and electric lines on Melbourne's streets as its
"boundaries". The laws of Eruv are intricate and
complex. This paper aims to analyse the relevant
laws and present them in a concise and!accessible
manner.
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(With regards to Melbourne, the current plan is to use the
ocean and river as two mechitzos for the Eruv. These mechitzos
are not valid MehaTorah unless the embankment used for the
enclosure is measured to establish that it conforms with these
requirements.)
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When a river is used as a mechitza, the presence of bridges
which cross its banks must be noted. The Pri Megadim states
clearly! that bridges need a Tsuras Hapesach at their opening.
(Within Melbourne, this would apply directly to the Yarra River
which is understood to be one of the mechitzot for the Eruv).
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An Eruv in Melbourne

There exists a current proposal for an Eruv in Melbourne.
Some would like to see it erected as soon as possible. This desire
was either borne out of convenience or for a more virtuous
reason, in deference to all those people who are already carrying
on Shabbos. Little do some realize the complexities involved in
the construction of an Eruv. In this article there was an attempt to
highlight the issues and present a balanced view where possible.
However, on pure Halachic grounds, the only conclusion
available is that an Eruv in Melbourne is based on extremely weak
grounds.
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