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When the Germans invaded Hungary, my mother, her
mother, three of her sisters and their children were taken to
Auschwitz. My mother was the only one who survived; the
others were immediately killed.

Upon arriving in Auschwitz she faced the evil Mengele,
yimach shemo. He asked: “How old are you?” She replied: “I
am eighteen”, although that day was her fifteenth birthday.
She could never understand why she had said that she was 18.
But these words saved her life, as all those too young to work
were killed. She used to say that Hashem put the words in her
mouth.

In Auschwitz, she kept her faith firm. She never forgot the
words of her zazde: “If you don’t abandon Hashem, He won’t
abandon you. Always think of’ Hashem!”

For the first few weeks she wouldn’t eat anything that wasn’t
Kosher. Then one of the chassidishe men told her she must eat
to survive.

There were six occasions on which she was selected for the
gas chambers, but each time she miraculously managed to
escape. On the last occasion, the girls realised where they
were being taken to. One of them shouted: “Run for your
lives!” My mother fell into a trench in front of the gates and
other girls fell on top of her. When the Germans began firing,
everything went quiet. At first she thought she’d been hit, but
then she realised that another miracle had saved her life - the
girls on top had been hit by bullets and she was protected by
the bodies of those above her. After dark she crawled back to
camp.

In this dreadful inferno, she felt Hashem’s hand on her
shoulder, guiding her to survival.

navn 30

MY MOTHER

As a child, I thought that everyone’s mother was like
mine. I thought that every mother encouraged her
children to eat with stories of how she had to search
for potato peelings to avoid starvation.

As I got older, I realised that this was only one of the
many things that made my mother unique. She was
special in many ways.

A bearer of suffering, survivor of a nightmare, yet
always positive and joyous, her faith intact, radiating
hope and joy.

My mother became my role model, who I try to
emulate.

I would like to share with you some of her life story,
to give everyone the opportunity to learn from her.

My mother was born on the 15" of Sivan 1929, in the town
of Visni-Sard between Munkatch and Chust. She had five
brothers and four sisters (she was the second youngest). Her
oldest sister was married with two young children.

Her upbringing was Chassidic, in accordance with the
Hungarian tradition. Reb Yehuda Leib, her father, was a
Spinker Chassid who strived to keep his family safe from the
winds of Socialism and Zionism. Her mother, Ettel, was a bas
cohen, a descendant of Rav Chaim Hakohen Rapaport, the Av
Bais Din of Levov.
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her to her two brothers in Budapest, where they had been with
the partisans. They told her that she must go to her father
in England (he had gone to Manchester before the German
invasion to take his two eldest children, Zelig and Gershon,
to Yeshiva). They felt that she must be looked after by her
tather.

When she disembarked in England, she knew only one phrase
of English, taught to her by a cousin who was learning
English: “You speak English?” She couldn’t understand why

the bus conductor looked at her strangely when she used it...

She was taken to the house of a heimisha person, who gave
her nothing to eat but criticised the znius ot the clothing that
she had been given in the DP camp. That negative example
inspired her always to be friendly and welcoming to any
stranger.

Her marriage to my father, 211 o2t £™n% 9727, was arranged
by Rabbi Bentsion Shemtov and Rebbetsin Ashkenazi.

In the early years, our home, while not materially wealthy, was
a happy one, where two people from different backgrounds,
who hardly understood each other’s Yiddish, learnt to respect
each other’s traditions and make a unified home. Even though
the Russian Lubavitch lifestyle was very different from the
one she had known, she supported her husband joyfully
and followed his traditions, bringing her children up to be
Shluchim of the Rebbe.

My mother always wanted her children to have the learning
and education that she had been deprived of.

She worked very hard to supplement the modest salary of a
shochet in those days; she sewed bags and engaged in various
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There were many other miraculous events during this time.

Her mother had always told her: “It there is something you
desperately want, fast on Mondays and Thursdays”. So she
used to fast on these days, praying that Hashem give her life
to get out of the hell of Auschwitz.

After some time a friend encouraged her to join a transport
to an ammunition factory in Nuremberg. She was moved
from place to place and was finally liberated by the American
army.

She was liberated on the second of May, exactly sixty one
years to the day she was niftar.

After liberation she was asked where she wanted to go. Despite
all she knew about the fate of her family, she said she wanted
to go home, to Visni-Sard.

When she got there she found her non-Jewish neighbour, Mr.
Miron, in the family shop. Miron was a good and kind man who
had offered to take the children when the Germans came. My
grandmother refused his offer, saying: “We will all die together
as Jews”.

My mother asked him for some soap. He handed her the soap
wrapped in a piece of paper torn from a book. My mother saw
that it was a page from her father’s Shass. She ran out of the
room in tears. Miron ran after her, calling: “Blima! What have
I done?” She said: “Don’t you realise? These are my father’s
holy books!” He apologised and put the set away. After this,
she never went back again, despite a friend’s encouragement
to return and get things from the house.

Her surviving sister, Raizel, found her in Visni-Sard and took
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us stories of how she affected their lives by her actions, kind
words and beautiful smile.

One woman, who was on her way to Gateshead and had no
relatives in England, told how my mother not only welcomed
her and gave her food and accommodation, but also sent her
tood packages to Gateshead!

She was extremely active in hachnosas kallah. In addition, she
prepared food for expectant and nursing mothers and sick
people, particularly those who needed a special diet. This
could often last for many months.

She would also arrange sheva brochos for those who had no
families to do this.

My mother provided advice and support to many people, and
spent a lot of time thinking about their problems. She was a
practical person who looked for ways to improve the lives of
those she met.

People of all ages and backgrounds found her easy to talk to
and enjoyed her company.

She continued pushing herself to do all of this with the same
vigor to the very end, despite being weakened by a serious
health episode several years ago.

Her ahavas yisroel, gmilus chesed and emuna in Hashem, provide
an example that we can all learn from.

==

(From a speech delivered by her daughter, Rebbetzin Refson, on the shloshim)
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business activities, which in time enabled her to help her

children and grandchildren.

As one of the first Lubavitcher couples to marry and set
up home in London, they became involved with the Parents
Association bazaars and fund raising for the new Lubavitch
institutions.

We children were enrolled in the Lubavitch schools as they
opened, and were always from the first to be involved in any
new Lubavitch project.

She was totally devoted to her children and grandchildren,
always thinking about them and trying to improve their lives,
physically and spiritually. She would spend as little as possible

on herself and as much as possible on her family and others.

My mother cared deeply for her family, staying in close contact
and monitoring the progress of every child, grandchild &
great-grandchild.

If anyone was unwell, my mother would be on the phone
straight away with advice and help. She lost many nights of
sleep over her children and grandchildren’s welfare.

When anyone was having treatment, she would say Tehilim
until she heard that they were better.

My daughter, Chavi, woke up from her anesthetic after having
her tonsils out and saw Bubbe at the foot of her bed. She still
has the picture clear in her mind, fifteen years later.

I remember her care and genuine concern for others, some
of whom she barely knew. She would often call me in the late
evening to ask: "What can we do about a shidduch for so and
so?” Since she was niflar, more and more people are telling
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