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Part Two: The Victory

Mitzvah of the Day
5 Teves 5749

On Hei Teves 5749, the second anniversary of the
court victory, the Rebbe went to the Ohel. When he
returned to his home, there was a Sicha with a special
Hora’ah: "since it is a day that is connected with Seforim,
therefore it would be appropriate that everyone should buy
Seforim...

...and in accordance
with the custom that
has been practiced here
in the past to connect
with the Mitzvah of
Tzedakah, we will also
connect it with the 5 =
Seforim in a way that Lubagitch Archives / Chabad.org
has never been done before. As in the past, a dollar will be
given out to men, women and children; in addition, there
will be an additional dollar to be used towards buying new
Seforim, repairing old Seforim, or to be given to another
Jew so that he will be able to buy new Seforim, including
Seforim from Pnimius HaTorah ... to acquire the ones that
have been printed, and not just learn concepts so that they
are remembered by heart."

Following the Sicha the Rebbe gave out dollars, with an
extra dollar for "Kinyan Seforim".

X X X
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kabbalist Rabbi Meir Ben-Gabbai (best known for his work,
Avodas HaKodesh), which was one of the Seforim regained
through the legal struggle.

This is a Sefer “small in size and rich in content” as its
title page states, dealing with issues of faith and Kabbalah
in a question-and-answer format. At the Rebbe's
instructions, notes and annotations were added, as well as
the price: one dollar.

The Rebbe devoted an entire Sicha at the Farbrengen
on the following Shabbos Parshas Vayeitzei to Derech
Emunah, and explained the author's answer to his first
question: How is someone in charge of the world? The
purpose of printing this work, the Rebbe pointed out later,
was not merely to add another book to the shelf. Rather,
he urged, look into it and study it in depth; for this work -
in contrast to other Kabbalistic writings - is written in a
clear, uncomplicated style accessible to everyone.
According to all opinions, everyone is permitted to study it.

Immediately after Shabbos, groups of Anash and
Temimim gathered together with copies of the two above-
mentioned works in earnest study.

A few days later, at the end of the Farbrengen on 10
Kislev 5748, after getting up to leave the Rebbe began the
Nigun "Padah B’shalom" and encouraged the Chassidim to
continue with fervor.

The next year, on 2 Kislev 5749, the Rebbe called out
after Maariv, "Gut Yom Tov!"

X X kS
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We are singing constantly, "Didan Notzach", which
means that our actions are victorious. I ask you: I see
from my window how for hours on end there are those who
stand (when they could be sitting and learning Torah) and
stare at the birds, gazing at the branches, then looking at
the attic and wondering who else can I drag along and stop
him from learning?

Do you think that this will accomplish anything or bring
Nachas? By just standing all around (the Rebbe pointed to
all directions) each one checking to see if there is a crowd
around, or maybe just a Minyan? Is it sensible for such
actions to take the place of learning?!

I ask therefore if this the true meaning of "Didan
Notzach" - our way of expressing our victory!? Acting in
such a way today and yesterday - for hours on end
screaming "Didan Notzach" - is meaningless. Crowds are
standing around with pride, doing nothing — as opposed to
sitting and learning Torah. When one wants to show that
he is a Chossid he does so by continuously singing "Didan
Notzach!?"

At 3:00 p.m., the books arrived in 13 crates plus
assorted sacks. Agudas Chassidei Chabad members
brought them to “the lower Gan Eden” outside the Rebbe's
study; while sending a number of them, including Mizmor
LeTodah (significantly entitled, “A Song of Thanksgiving”)
and Derech Emunah, to the Ohel.

On that day a group of Chassidim came to congratulate
the Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka on the occasion of the return
of the Seforim. In discussing the subject, she mentioned a
few times that "now is the beginning of a new point in
time."

On Thursday, the 5th of Kislev, the Rebbe gave
instructions to reprint Derech Emunah, authored by
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The Seforim Come Home
2 Kislev 5748

It was not until the 27th of MarCheshvan 5748 that the
Federal Court issued a special order for the actual return of
the books. The joyous news spread like lightning. Temimim
everywhere began to stream toward “770”. Outside, the
sidewalk overflowed
with jubilant, dancing
Chassidim. From the
first moment that the
Rebbe received word of
the court decision, he
was filled with rejoicing.
As Minchah approached,
a crack ad hoc
construction team of volunteers hastily assembled the
raised platform customarily used by the Rebbe during
Tishrei.

On Monday, the 2nd of Kislev, excitement mounted
with the knowledge that the books would be coming that
day.

The Rebbe went to the Ohel at 2:00 p.m. prior to the
arrival of the Seforim. The Rebbe asked that when the
books arrive in 770 a few of them should be brought
directly to the Ohel.

As the Rebbe left to the Ohel, a number of Bochurim
were standing outside. The Rebbe expressed his
dissatisfaction, saying that the victory of the Seforim was
to learn them, not just to stare as they arrived:

36



Part Two: The Victory

answered “Return to your city, and gather all the Jews
and tell them to prepare themselves, and when I see the
evil spirit approaching, which wishes to endanger the
Jews, I will alert you. Then, come with all the assembled
Jews who should be prepared with all sorts of noisy
instruments. They should then stand near me, in the
path of the evil spirit, and they must shout.” What
should they shout? “Didan Notzach - Victory is ours!”

When one needs God’s help, and prays for His help,
he should cry out “"Didan Notzach!” In what case should
they cry out Didan Notzach? When they need to expel
the evil inclination.
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How the Good Spirit
Can Prevail

12 Teves 5747

In this talk, at the conclusion of a full week of
celebration, the Rebbe explains the lessons to be
learned from the episode in our service of Hashem

Everything must have a source in Torah, to avoid
any theoretical doubts from the evil inclination. Firstly, it
has been mentioned many times the teaching of the
Jerusalem-Talmud and other Torah sources that “all
subjects are fully expounded in Torah.” But the subjects
are dispersed in many places, so if one doesn’t find it in
one place in Torah, he must search in another place. To
the extent that the Talmud says, “If a subject in Torah
appears lacking, it is because of you” - you haven't
searched enough. If you search properly, you would find
its place in Torah.

The following story is told in the Midrash Rabba-
Kedoshim: A Talmudic sage was approached by a spirit,
and it identified itself as a good spirit. To prove its good
intentions, it told the sage that it was a spirit which
resided in the local river, and it had guarded the area all
the time, so the Jews could use the river and the area,
so that nothing undesirable should occur. But now, the
spirit had been informed that an unholy spirit was
planning to come to make trouble for those who came to
use the river, and it intended to bring along its helpers
to wrest control of the river, of the area. So the Sage
asked the spirit "What do you want from me?” The spirit
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essential fact that ‘Hanassi Hu Hakol’. So too increase and
victory revealed will appropriate to the charge.

Rabbi Yehudah Krinsky introduced the guest speaker,
the lawyer in the Seforim case, Nat Lewin.

Mr. Lewin said that he was very moved by the victory,
pointing out that in the world at large, the side which is
victorious in a case celebrates the following day only;
whereas in Lubavitch, the celebration had already lasted
three days.

Rabbi Shlomo Cunin made note of the fact that the
plane on which he’d come from Los Angeles to New York
had been filled with Chassidim who came immediately upon
hearing the good news.

Rabbi J. J. Hecht spoke about the miracle of the day -
that only Hashem knows how great the miracle is. He
concluded that this is a taste of the Simcha that we will
experience with the coming of Mashiach Tzidkeinu.

The Piamenta Band resumed playing music, the
benches and tables were removed from 770 and the
dancing began, continuing all night.

% * *
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Celebration
and Seudas Hoda’ah

7 Teves 5747

On Thursday 7 Teves 5747 a Seudas Hoda’ah was
arranged by Rabbi Meyer Harlig in 770. A huge sign in
Hebrew hung across 770 expressing the greatness of the
day. Shluchim and Temimim from far and wide filled the
770 building.

Rabbi Sholom
Ber Hecht began by
reviewing the last
Sicha which the
Rebbe had said.
Rabbi Meyer Landau
spoke of the
significance of a
Seudas Hoda’ah.

R'" Yoel Kahn
explained the greatness of the event based on the
teachings of Chassidus: "The imprisonment of the Alter
Rebbe came about through a ‘Kitrug’ against the teachings
of Chassidus, against the ‘light” which was being spread by
the Nassi Hador of that generation. Thus with the release
of the Alter Rebbe from prison, Chassidus took a new step
to a point that had never been reached before; it was now
more accessible and on a higher level. However in our
days, the ‘Kitrug’ hadn't been on the ‘light’ of Chassidus -
but rather on the source of light, the Nassi himself. The
question being called into judgment was recognition of the
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Trip to the Ohel
with Pidyonos

7 Teves 5747

The next day the multitudes began to flood 770, each
person writing a Pa"N and sending it into the secretariat.
Many Bochurim called people they knew from Mivtzoim to
collect their names and their mothers' names. There was a
list of more than one hundred thousand children from
Tzivos Hashem.

At 2:00 p.m,
there were crowds
of Chassidim

gathered around
the door of "the
lower Gan Eden"
waiting to see the
Rebbe on his way
to the Ohel. R’
Chaim B. Halberstam was prepared with a microphone,
hoping to hear a Sicha from the Rebbe. Last second papers
were thrown in from all sides, and brought in by the
secretaries. At 2:40 p.m., four men walked out, each
carrying bags of the Tzedakah money, followed by
secretaries carrying eight (!!) bags of Pa”Nim to the back of
the Rebbe's car. The Rebbe then walked out with a shining
face, bringing excitement to all those around.

X X X
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A Special Time
6 Teves 5747

On Wednesday, 6 Teves, upon returning from the Ohel,
the Rebbe came into the upstairs “zal” for Minchah and
Maariv. He looked around the room, and then began to say
a Sicha that lasted approximately 7 minutes. "This is a time
of favor and mercy;
everyone should send in
Tzedakah together  with
his/her name and his/her
mother's name, to Dbe
brought to the Ohel
tomorrow ... Since there
won't be time to read every
letter - they will be put
directly on the Tzion - there
is no need to be
embarrassed by your
requests, for you are writing
directly to Hashem through
the Nassi Hador..."

The Rebbe added that
those who are in other places
where other Tzadikim or Jewish leaders are buried can go
to their gravesites and ask for Brachos as well.

Lubavitch Archives / Chabad.org

X X X
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The broader implication of the court’s decision is not
only that such charges are wholly false, but that we must
do more! We must now expand the library and make
maximum use of its books. We must be filled with great joy
which bursts all limitations and nullifies all restrictions on
our spiritual life! This joy must infuse our action and
influence all that we do to become messengers of G-d and
transform every Jew to be an emissary of righteousness!

Start, said the Rebbe, by making your own home a
place where Torah study is increased. So, too, increase in
prayer and all mitzvos, beginning with charity and good
deeds. All of you will accomplish great things for the sake
of Heaven!

After the sicha, as the Rebbe was leaving he looked
with a smile at a bochur who screamed, “Ad mosai!” The
Rebbe went up to his room while outside 770 they
continued to dance with even more zest and enthusiasm
then before.
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The Spirit of Yaakov
Revived

5 Teves 5747

In the midst of the dancing, the Chassidim were taken
by surprise when the Mazkirim announced that Minchah
would take place downstairs in the big shul. (In that period,
the Rebbe customarily davened Minchah in the small “zal”
upstairs; only during the month of Tishrei would the Rebbe
daven downstairs.) Immediately, the special “bimah” used
during the month of Tishrei was erected.

At 3:15, the Rebbe entered the shul. All of 770 was in
a state of ecstasy as Chassidim sang, chanting, “Didan
notzach!” The chazzan and the crowd began “Ashrei”, to
the tune used in Kaddish at the children’s rallies. The
chazzan’s repetition was done using Yomtov tunes. Before
Chazaras Hashatz, the Rebbe requested a Chumash; after
Minchah, the Rebbe started to give a Sicha that lasted
approximately a half-hour, during which he emphasized the
trial’'s moral implications. He said that was all that had
transpired was meant to spur us to reach new inner
heights; in order to get there, it was necessary that there
be opposition, created in the form of an attack. It was as if
the charge had been that Agudas Chassidei Chabad is not a
living, active entity; that we are not studying the
manuscripts and books, and that we are not strengthening
Yiddishkeit. These arguments were presented in an
American courtroom to provide a basis for answering the
legal question, “To whom do these things belong?”
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On Shabbos Parshas Vayigash, 9 Teves, when he came
down for Shacharis the Rebbe strongly encouraged the
singing of "V’'samachta B’chagecha", until he reached his
place. The Rebbe also strongly encouraged the singing of
"Kel Adon" to the tune of "Didan Notzach".

On Sunday, 10 Teves, during the customary "Divrei
Kivushin" (words of critical inspiration) after Mincha the
Rebbe asked that all those who participated in the
festivities should report. The Rebbe expounded on the
words of the Ramah, "A good heart drinks constantly". He
added that the true return of the Seforim comes through
establishing Chabad houses to strengthen the active
expression of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilus Chasadim...
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weekly Parsha. These days are remembered as the "seven
festive days" in honor of "Didan Notzach".

The following is from a diary of one of the Temimim in
770 at the time:

"...Those first moments when the news arrived in the
upstairs Zal are indescribable. The Temimim immediately
went out to the 770 courtyard and began dancing.
Someone had already prepared mashke, and it was then
that the first somersaults were made....

As word spread, teachers and students from all of the
institutions in Crown Heights began to stream to 770, with
the neighborhood’s residents joining them. The circles
dancing around 770 began to grow, and collections were
taken up to provide mashke. (One person gave over
$1000 for mashke.)

Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky arrived one half-hour later with
the forty-page verdict in his hand; now it was known that
there really was a "Didan Notzach".

The Mitzvah tanks circled around Crown Heights calling
out on megaphones, "Didan Notzach".....

R' Krinsky and R' Binyomin Klein entered the Rebbe's
room and emerged very pleased. "Didan Notzach" was
heard continuously through the microphone in 770. The
Piamentas and R' Eli Lipsker played music through the
entire night...

The celebration continued for the next seven days, just
as it had when the Alter Rebbe was freed from prison; the
Chassidim danced and tumbled in the streets of
Peterburg....

“Such joy was not seen at Simchas Bais Hasho’eva or
Simchas Torah..."
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Didan Notzach
5 Teves 5747

On Tuesday morning, 5 Teves 5747 at 11:00 a.m., the
courthouse contacted Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky to tell him that
a verdict has been issued and that he should come to
receive it. The lawyer Mr. Nat Lewin, made an effort to
inform the Rebbe of the victory. He called Rabbi S.Z.
Gurary to relate the news; R' Gurary then called Rabbi
Binyomin Klein, who immediately entered the Rebbe's room
to notify him that
"Didan Notzach".

The news of
the verdict
spread in a flash.
Many Chassidim
worldwide, as
well as admirers
of the Rebbe
Rayatz and all those seeking truth and justice, joyfully
acknowledged the ruling of the New York Federal court. The
judgment recognized Agudas Chasidei Chabad and the
Chabad community as the unqualified owners of the library
and any other parts of Lubavitch World Headquarters - 770
Eastern Parkway, as the wish of the Rebbe Rayatz.

A large crowd quickly gathered in front of 770.
Everyone began dancing and saying "“L'chaim”. The
celebrations continued for the next seven days. Each day,
the Chassidim were fortunate to hear a Sicha from the
Rebbe explaining lessons learned from the victory and the
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Signs of Victory
19 Kislev 5747

Even before Hei Teves, the Rebbe hinted to the victory
a few times: During a Farbrengen on 19 Kislev 5647 the
Rebbe said, "..we must build houses of Torah, Tefillah,
Tzadakah... in a way of ‘Didan Notzach’ by going out and
conquering the entire world..."

On Chanukah that vyear,
when the Rebbe spoke about the
redemption of the Alter Rebbe,
he used the expression that "the
hand of the Chassidim is on top
[i.e., emerge victorious]."

The following Shabbos, the
Rebbe said that there would be
good tidings for the Jewish
people for "good news has been
reported."
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Niggun "Didan Notzach”
10 Shvat 5746

During that period, the Chassidim added the words,
"Didan Notzach" to an old Chassidic melody. The Rebbe
encouraged this very much.

The Bochurim began singing the Nigun occasionally,
such as when the Rebbe would enter and leave 770. It was
first sung at a Farbrengen on Yud Shvat 5746, and the
Rebbe encouraged it very much. From then on, the
Chassidim sang "Didan Notzach" very often.
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Chassidim across the world joined in prayer for a favorable
outcome to the court case.

On one of the days in which the court was in session,
the Chabad community in Paris made a Farbrengen, taking
on new resolutions in order to give Nachas to the Rebbe.
They sent the details to the Rebbe. When the letter arrived,
the Rebbe was returning from the mikveh with plans to go
to the Ohel; but upon receiving the report, the Rebbe
returned to 770.

In January 1986, the two sides completed their post-
trial submissions, and awaited a decision. Judge Sifton had
a reputation for being methodical and careful. He promised
a judgment within three to four months. This seemed like a
long time to wait. Then, almost immediately, Sifton was
called to preside over a Mafioso criminal trial, and months
began to drag by without a verdict.

kS kS kS
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with Jewish precepts, had amassed a magnificent library of
Judaica out of communal funds for his own personal gain
and that of his immediate family.

Yet Chabad’s board members and attorneys knew that
it would not be easy to prove this in court. For one thing,
more than thirty-five years had passed since the Previous
Rebbe’s Histalkus, and it was doubtful whether the
pertinent documents would be available. Furthermore, this
kind of legal case had few precedents, and it was hard to
discern how Judge Sifton, unfamiliar with Chassidism and
Lubavitch’s history, might interpret the facts. Finally,
Agudas Chassidei Chabad had decisively rejected any
notion of compromise with the defendant on the issue of
the library’s ownership. It would be necessary to win a
complete and unequivocal verdict in Lubavitch’s favor.

The trial lasted twenty-three court days and was a
fascinating spectacle. Each morning, an old yellow school
bus arrived at the federal courthouse in downtown
Brooklyn bringing dozens of Chassidim. They lingered in
the hallway, reading Tehillim, and then filed into the
courtroom. Throughout the trial proceedings, there were
many striking images. The Stars-and-Stripes at the rear of
the courtroom provided a dramatic backdrop for the dark
suits of the Chassidim, who had drawn lots to see who
would be privileged to attend the trial. As in an Orthodox
Jewish synagogue, men and women sat on opposite sides
of the courtroom. Bearded old men shuffled through space-
age metal detectors. The courtroom was jammed with
Jewish litigants, spectators, and even the court reporter all
presided over by a non-Jew: Judge Charles P. Sifton.

Throughout the duration of the trial the Rebbe went
almost every day to the Ohel, to daven at the Tzion of the
Previous Rebbe for success in retrieving the Seforim.
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Chassidim alike - waited eagerly for the defendant to
return the books, but he did not.

Thus on August 5, Mr. Lewin filed a lawsuit on
Chabad’s behalf, asking for recovery of the books and
alleging “conversion and trespass.” On August 23, the
defendant counter-claimed for a judgment that all four
hundred books, as well as everything else in the entire
Lubavitch library, belonged to him and his mother. His
argument was simple: as the Previous Rebbe’s grandson
and natural heir, he was entitled to the library, which was
his grandfather’s private property. On September 23, he
filed an “answer and counterclaim”, with his mother
involving herself as an intervening party. On October 2, he
filed for a jury trial, but the court denied this. On October
23, his mother filed and demanded a jury trial on all issues,
but her motion was likewise denied.

Meanwhile, Lubavitchers unobtrusively continued to
buy back the 120 books that the defendant had already
sold.

The case was assigned to Judge Charles P. Sifton. He
saw the case as important and far-reaching, more than
merely an internal dispute between the followers of a
prominent deceased Jewish leader and his heirs for
possession of a priceless library. Sifton recognized that the
disagreement not only directly involved the Chabad
community, but also touched on a far more fundamental
question: Are Jewish leaders - particularly spiritual leaders
- essentially private individuals, able to do as they wish
with funds given to them; or are they, rather, public figures
guarding a sacred trust and therefore indivisible from the
community in their responsibility to it?

Lubavitchers knew that the traditional Jewish answer
was unequivocal. It was unthinkable that the Previous
Rebbe, who had sought to live his entire life in accordance
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Visits to the Ohel
The Trial Peiriod

Leading members of Agudas Chassidei Chabad first
consulted rabbinical authorities, who advised them that
appeals could be made to a governmental court if justice
could not be effectuated in a Jewish court. Receiving legal
advice, they decided to obtain
a temporary restraining order
in the hope that this would
resolve the matter.

Representing Chabad,
Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky decided
to work with Nathan Lewin, a
prominent attorney in
Washington, D.C. On Monday,
July 29, they went to the
Brooklyn courthouse. Before
considering any legalities, the
judge asked the defendant to
let the matter be dealt with
by the Jewish courts. The
defendant refused, leaving
Agudas Chassidei Chabad no alternative but to proceed
with the restraining order.

A court messenger was immediately dispatched to the
defendant informing him of the restraining order and
enjoining him to refrain from selling any more books. Those
in his possession were then placed in escrow in a bonded
warehouse under attorney supervision. The Rebbe - and all
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project be initiated immediately, adding that money had
already been deposited in the bank for this purpose.

The Rebbe then asked that those who had bought any
of the stolen Seforim should immediately return them to
the Frierdiker Rebbe's house in Kfar Chabad and they
would be returned from there to Agudas Chasidei Chabad.
The Rebbe recounted a miracle which had recently
happened to someone who had fallen ill, and upon
returning the Seforim he was healed. He continued to say
that similar things would occur to anyone who returns the
Seforim in their possession; whereas for those who did not,
the opposite would occur.

X X kS
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The Leader is All
15 Tammuz 5745

On the 15th of Tammuz in a Yechidus for guests, the
Rebbe once again addressed the issue of the Seforim.
Raising the matter in a Yechidus expressed the Rebbe's
critical concern in relation to the Seforim.

First The Rebbe
established that
“Hanasi Hu Hakol”,
meaning that the
Frierdiger Rebbe has
within him self of each
and every Jew, old or
young, in his
generation.

The Rebbe then spoke about the Frierdiker Rebbe’s
tremendous concern for his Seforim. The Rebbe followed
this by saying that even 35 years after Yud Shvat, the
Frierdiker Rebbe is still "active” - and even more than
previously. This is particularly so is in relation to his
Seforim and writings, etc.

The Rebbe continued that, "Since all of the Rebbeim
bought property in Eretz Yisroel - including the Frierdiker
Rebbe who bought the property on which Kfar Chabad was
first settled - it is therefore recommended to purchase a
building in Kfar Chabad to be named after the Frierdiker
Rebbe, ‘Ohel Yosef Yitzchak’. In the building, members of
the Kollel would study the teachings of the Frierdiker Rebbe
as well as the daily Rambam." The Rebbe asked that the
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“Nyet Nyet Nikavo”
12 Tammuz 5745

Some time later during that Farbrengen of 12 Tammuz
5745, the Rebbe began the Nigun, "Nyet Nyet Nikavo", and
strongly encouraged the singing. This Nigun had been sung
regularly at 12-13 Tammuz Farbrengens since 5725. It has
a special connection to
the Frierdiker Rebbe
and his liberation: When
the Frierdiker Rebbe
was released from
prison in the year 5687,
the Chossid R' Michoel
Dvorkin began dancing
to this Nigun.
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children are alive, so too he is alive." Furthermore, as it
states in Tanya (146b), "The life of a Tzaddik is not
physical but spiritual: [his] belief, fear and love [of G-d]."
Now, the books are the foundation of the Tzaddik's "belief,
fear and love" and his general service of Hashem - for
through learning they were all derived from the books.
Therefore when one removes a book from the Rebbe's
domain, with every moment he is taking a piece of the
Rebbe’s real life — in the past, present and future, Heaven
forbid! For as stated above [regarding Yaakov Avinu], the
Rebbe’s life is eternal through his children (the Chassidim);
and as his children are still alive, so too is he - so even
now he who takes the books is taking a piece (Heaven
forbid!) of the Rebbe’s life which is founded upon them!

Therefore, the Rebbe said, even though it is not my
place to discuss the theft, for "I am not a judge, lawyer,
policeman or 'strap-holder'," I must speak about this
publicly. For we are dealing with the honor of the leader of
the generation, and this situation causes great pain and
affects the health. Thus, said the Rebbe, I will not be at
ease until this case is settled! The Rebbe expressed himself
further, saying that anyone with a [stolen] Sefer in his
possession was as if he was carrying a “live bomb” which
could explode at any moment.

The Rebbe stated with great emphasis that no one
should try to buy back the books. Nonetheless, the Rebbe
made it clear that any innocent buyer who had unwittingly
purchased an item from the Lubavitch Library would be
fully reimbursed by Agudas Chasidei Chabad.

% * %
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His Children are Alive
12 Tammuz 5745

The first time that the Rebbe spoke about this affair in
public was at the Farbrengen of Yud-Beis Tammuz, 5745.
The Rebbe reminded his audience of the tremendous
dangers to which his father-in-law had exposed himself in
order to retrieve the library from Soviet, and then Nazi,
hands.

B.G. had argued
that the Previous
Rebbe's real motive in
establishing the library
as public (rather than
private) had been to
fool the authorities at
the time, in order to be
able to remove the
library from Europe.
Referring to this
argument, the Rebbe was moved to comment, “This is an
incomparable Chillul Hashem!” He explained that to say
that a Tzaddik would say anything other than the truth, for
any reason, is disrespectful and a great Chillul Hashem.
Even if to the untrained eye it may appear that he'd had
halachic grounds to do so, while an average person might
have done so, he cannot compare himself to the level of a
Tzaddik and leader of the generation.

The Rebbe emphasized the passage in the Talmud
(Taanis 5b), "Our forefather Yaakov did not die; as his

12



Part One: The Trial Period

this war is not about Seforim, it is about this chair (i.e., the
Rebbe’s leadership)."

11



Didan Notzach

she had given B.G. any permission to take the Seforim, the
Rebbetzin denied the account as totally false.

Meanwhile, it was then learned that B.G. had already
begun selling some of the four hundred books he had taken
from the library.

Dealers in Europe, Israel, and the United States were
very much interested in them. One Passover Haggadah
dating back to 1757 was sold for $69,000 to a Swiss book
dealer, who soon found a private buyer to pay nearly
$150,000 for it. Later, Lubavitchers learned that B.G. had
approached the famed Christie’'s auction house in
Manhattan, but the Christie’'s staff was suspicious and
turned him away.

Despite his own father’'s urging, B.G. repeatedly
refused to return the books, so the Rebbe himself
intervened and asked for the return of the books quickly
and amicably. “They belong to the community and will
ultimately be restored to their rightful owner,” the Rebbe
insisted.

The sight of the books on the open market for private
gain pained the Rebbe very much. He said that the library
was not for private use, but had been established for the
use of the public. Indeed the library also has books of non-
Torah content for the benefit of non-Jewish users.

It was clear that the Rebbe involved himself in this
case not only to retrieve stolen Seforim. This was a decree
attacking the essential leadership of Lubavitch. In
Yechidus, The Rebbe expressed his distress to R' S.Z.
Gurary: "You should know that this is a war against all of
the Rebbeim." The Rebbe then mentioned each of the
Rebbeim by name and began to pound on the wall.
Pointing to his chair, he said, "And you should know that

10



Part One: The Trial Period

Preface

Background of events

In the winter of 1985, the Lubavitch Library staff
noticed that valuable books were beginning to disappear
from the shelves. It soon became obvious that some of the
library’s volumes rare Kabalistic and biblical commentaries
were missing.

Efforts were taken to
discover who had been
taking the books; but all
of these proved fruitless -
until a hidden camera was
installed. For several
weeks, the camera’s
videotape was blank;
then the image of the
Previous Rebbe’s
grandson B.G. - Who had
long since parted ways
with the Lubavitch movement and with Jewish Orthodoxy
altogether - appeared. The videotape showed him entering
the library’s basement late at night and leaving shortly
afterward - carrying a full shopping bag.

When B.G. was asked to return the books he refused,
arguing that he had been granted permission by his mother
and aunt (the Rebbetzin) to take whatever he wished from
the library. The books were his, he insisted, and he
intended to sell them at a good price. When asked whether
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appreciation to R’ Dovid Zaklikowski for allowing access to
the Lubavitch archives/Chabad.org.

We turn to our Father in Heaven with fervent prayer
and earnest request, that in the Zechus of the “koch” in
learning the Rebbe’s Torah and walking in His paths - and
particularly “...as if the story’s subject stands before you” -
may we all merit soon to the main “"Didan Notzach” with
the coming of Moshiach Tzidkeinu, and we should merit to
see “"Ohr P’'nei Melech Chaim”, immediately Mamash.

Vaad Talmidei HaTmimim Haolami

Yom Habahir 14 Kislev, 5767
Beis Chayeinu - 770
Brooklyn, NY



In the second part, “The Victory”, we present the
following clips: The news of “Didan Notzach” - 5 Teves,
5747, Joy of the Chassidim, Minchah and the Rebbe’s
Sicha; the Rebbe’s words on the “Eis Ratzon”, the giving of
Pa”"Nim and the trip to the Ohel; “Seudas Hoda’'ah”; The
Rebbe’s Sicha of 12 Teves, 5747; the return of the Seforim
to 770, 2 Kislev 5748; and the Rebbe’s Sicha and
distributing dollars to participate in “Kinyan Seforim”, 5
Teves, 5749.

The Booklet

In this booklet, we present only that which is relevant
to the video; it is not intended to tell the complete story of
the victory.

As such, included as an appendix are expanded
excerpts from the Sichos presented in the video.

As well, we present here some of the flyers that
circulated at the time in order to arouse the Chabad
Chassidim with regard to the situation then.

k%

In the year 5752, Talmidei Hatmimim in 770 published
a booklet in honor of Hey Teves, a collection of the Rebbe’s
Sichos that had been said on Hey Teves from the years
5747-5751.

When a copy of the publication reached the Rebbe, he
proceeded to write on the booklet itself in these terms:
“May it be His will that it should have a completely positive
effect, etc., I will mention it at the Tzion.”

Xk k

Much of the content of this booklet was collected from
the publication “Didan Notzach”, and we offer our thanks
the author, R. Shmuel Lubetzky, for his permission to print
the material in this booklet. We also extend our



Introduction

In conjunction with the twentieth anniversary
celebration of Yom Habahir Hey Teves, 5747, the day on
which “Didan Notzach” — we were openly victorious in the
eyes of all the nations (in United States Federal Court),
retrieving the books and manuscripts of our Rebbeim that
had been taken from the Lubavitch Library; which is
something so central and basic to our generation, “dor
hashevi'i” — as the Rebbe has established this day as a
“Yom Segulah” and an "“Eis Ratzon”, a special and

auspicious time -

We now present a special video titled, “"Didan Notzach”.
To fill out the picture — and add details that might be
missing in the video - we include this booklet which offers
a basic outline of the events presented in the video.

The Video

The video is divided into two parts: “The Trial”, and
“The Victory”.

From the period of "“The Trial”, we present the
following video clips: ™“Hu bachaim” and the Nigun “Nyet
Nyet” from the Farbrengen of 12 Tammuz, 5745; “Hanasi
hu Hakol” from the general-Yechidus on the eve of 15
Tammuz, 5745; the Rebbe’s trips to the Ohel from the
period 5748-5749; the Nigun "“Didan Notzach” with the
Rebbe’s encouragement from the Farbrengen of Yud Shvat,
5747; and “Signs of Victory” from the Farbrengen of 19
Kislev, 5747.
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