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ELECTIONS

2 IYAR, 5766

APRIL 30, 2006

VOTE
At the Kingston Ave entrance to
770, at the side of the Ladies Shul,
(Tifferes Zíkeinim Levi Yitzchak)

Lechatchila Ariber

Tiferes SheBeTiferes

8am - 11pm



THE OVERWHELMING IMPORTANCE ATTACHED BY
THE REBBE TO THE RABBONIM’S ELECTION

Parshas Mishpotim, Erev Rosh Chodesh Adar, 1987

Points made by the Rebbe:

Every Person was asked to participate in the elections

The overwhelming majority, answered this call

They all came to a holy site, the Beis Medrash, and particularly to the
Rebbe’s shul

This conveys and grants to the elected Rabbonim an outstanding strong
power that is unsurpassed.
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There is but 1 Torah, and 1 Shulchan Aruch. 

1 Beis Din, 1 Voice.

No Agenda.

Rabbi Light, went to Rabbi Mangel on Wednesday, April 26 as a
representative of the Vaad Hakohol, and spend an hour talking
to Rabbi Mangel and trying to convince Rabbi Mangel to run on
the Sunday elections. Rabbi Mangel’s answer to Rabbi Light, was
“No Comment”, which the Vaad Hakohol considered a refusal.

Unfortunately, there are no other candidates at this time that
are willing to put their name on the ballot. Rabbi Mangel, Rabbi
Levi Garelik and Rabbi Bell were all approached and asked to
run. To go about saying this is all one sided is just deceitful and
it is done just to foment more machloket in the community.

By electing any or all of the 3 Rabbonim, according to your
choice, you will give the Beis Din the power to have a clear
majority.

This will be a start of a new positive era, where the Beis Din can
implement whatever needs to be implemented and correct what
has to be corrected.

What is even more important is that our kids will hear clearly
one voice, and not be confused whether to say one brocho or 2
on erev Pesach.   
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To: All members of Crown Heights ANASH
From: Crown Heights Jewish Community Council
Subject: Beis Din Election this coming Sunday IY”H

We are pleased to announce that the elections for additional Rabbonim to
the Crown Heights Beis Din will take place IY’H as scheduled this coming

Sunday, 2 Iyar (April 30th.)

We are indeed fortunate that the election will be managed and monitored
by a large contingent of Netzigim including, but not limited to, Benny
Raskin, Moishe Haber, Alexander Weiss and Yossel Reices as well as by the
highly respected Election Services Corporation.

The Election Services Corporation has been contracted to monitor the elec-
tion process and assure absolute integrity to the entire process.  Their
credibility and reporting will hold up in any Beis Din or civil court, should
such testimony ever be required.

In order to avoid any partisanship, and to help bring an end to the need-
less disharmony that currently prevails, the Vaad Hakohol is using its
authority to initiate these elections without seeking approvals from current
Rabbonim. At the time Rav Marlow and Rav Osdoba were elected together
with Rabbi Chanzin, the Rebbe told Rav Chanzin to stay in Israel. The Rebbe
said then, that both Rabbonim should not be involved in the election for the
third Rav or in deciding who the Rabbonim on the ballot would be.

The candidates for Rabbonim are:

Rav Yitzchok Raitport, shlita
Rav Shlomo Yehuda Halevi Segal, shlita
Ravi Yitzchok Zirkind, shlita

We are currently working with more Rabbonim as potential candidates. 

VOTE VVOOTTEE VOTE ELECTIONS  -SSUNDAY,  2  IYAR,  APRIL  30          VOTE VVOOTTEE VOTE4

 VAAD HAKOHOL 
  OF CROWN HEIGHTS 



Voters have the option of voting for one, two or three candidates. 

Each candidate who garners votes from more than 50% of the quali-
fied ballots cast will become a Chaver Beis Din Tzedek of Crown
Heights.

Your participation in this election is vital. The quality and composition of the
Beis Din affects every one of us directly and indirectly – and no one is more
important than you.

This is your opportunity to help heal the wounds of the past and set our
Beis Din back on track l’shem ule’tiferes. Make sure your voice is heard this
Sunday.

Bivracha,

Elections will be held:

At the Kingston Ave entrance to 770, at the side of the Ladies Shul,
(Tifferes Z’keinim Levi Yitzchak)

8am to 11pm 
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Rabbi Yitzchok Raitport is respected worldwide as a Posek, Gaon and
Talmid Chacham. Rav Reitport is the author of many Sefarim on the
Rambam and Halacha.

The Rebbe paid for the publication of Rav Raitports’ first Sefer and
wrote a haskama for the Sefer as well. The Rebbe publicly called Rav
Raitport a Posek!
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Rabbi Shlomo Yehuda Halevi Segal is a beloved Rosh Yeshiva in Oholei
Torah, well known for his straight mind and smooth approach to
Paskening Dinei Torah. Rav Segal was recommended by the late Rav
Aizik Schwei Z”L, the Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in Montreal (brother of
Rav Yaacov Schwei), over 20 years ago, as a great future Rav. Rav
Segal was originally invited by Rav Yaacov Schwei to join in assisting
the Beth Din in paskening Shaylos and sitting in on Dinei Torah and
was consequently accepted by Rav Osdoba as well.

For many years he has assisted all the Rabbonim of the Crown Heights
Beth Din in Paskening Shaylos and in Dinei Torah.
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Rabbi Yitzchok Zirkind comes from the well known Zirkind family A/K/A
as a Halacha family. Rabbi Zirkind is also the son-in-law of Harav
Yitzchok Dovid Groner, Rav and Shliach in Melbourne Australia. Rav
Zirkind is well known as a big Talmid Chacham especially in the field of
Halacha.

For many years he has assisted all the Rabbonim of the Crown Heights
Beth Din in Paskening Shaylos and in Dinei Torah.



A Beis Din has only one agenda, the Shulchan Aruch, unfortunately recently, in the last cou-
ple of years the Beis Din has not been functioning. The solution is, we need more Rabbonim
to help us out. Therefore, I approve the elections scheduled this Sunday, and I definitely do
not think it should be delayed. Anyone who wishes to delay this election, is only trying to
introduce confusion and undermine the whole issue.

I feel this election is necessary to restore unity and functionality to our Beis Din. I have no
personal agenda. On the contrary, what do I need this election for, personally? As the situa-
tion is now, there is only one other Rov, afterwards I will just be one of several, but I only
want to see a functioning Beis Din Al pi Shulchan Aruch, therefore I am willing to do it. On
the contrary, I welcome advice and help from the other Rabbonim. If the Beis Din is united,
then all else will follow. The Vaad Hakohol will be united, the Netzigim will be united, and
the community will be united.

Avrohom Osdoba
Mora D’Asra and 
Chaver Beis Din Tzedek of Crown Heights
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Free Translation

Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar, 5766

To all residents of our Shchuna, may they live & be well,

As is public knowledge on this coming Sunday, Tifferes Shebetifferes, the second day of
Iyar, may it be an auspicious hour, elections to choose additional Rabbonim to become mem-
bers of the Beis Din will be held by eligible voters of our Shchuna. As it is written in the
Sicha Kdoisha in connection with the elections of 1986, Likutei Sichos 28 pg 255.

The election itself is a very positive thing and I am requesting from each and every person
who is eligible to vote to go out and vote for the sake of Heaven, and the Almighty will sure-
ly assist in the beautiful development of our community.

Understandably the members of the Vaad Hakohol (in conjunction with the Netzigim) pre-
sented to me the list of candidates and after reviewing the names I saw that they had previ-
ously worked in this BeDaTz, and I pronounce that each of the candidates is fully qualified
to bear the title of Rav and member of the Beis Din.

All those whose purpose is to halt the elections and to perpetuate the flames of discord, are
in the category of slanderers and let us not listen to their empty words, but it is incumbent on
all of us to go out and vote – as is the Holy will of the Nossi of our generation that it be a
Beis Din of not less than 3 Rabbonim, in accordance with the previously mentioned Sicha.

As is known to every Jew that a Beis Din should be made up of (no less than) 3 Rabbonim.

And the Almighty should Bless His nation with peace,

Avrohom Osdoba
Mora d’Asra and Chaver Beis Din Tzedek
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BS”D
Declaration

Regarding the election of the Rabbonim to the Bais Din Tzedek of the Crown Heights
Community,                              on Sunday the 2nd Iyar 5766 (4/30/06)

Even if the content below is straightforward, nevertheless we wish to prevent possible misunderstand-
ings about our intentions, and intended words, therefore we are explaining at length the following con-
ditions: (these are the conditions we have in mind when voting for the Rabbonim)

1. By accepting upon himself the nomination for Rav, Mara D'Asra and member of 
the Bais Din Tzedek of the holy community of Crown Heights, the distinguished 
Rabbi  agrees to the following conditions:

2. It is expected that the elected Rabbonim conduct themselves with mutual respect 
and in particular towards the incumbent Rabbonim, the esteemed Rabbis Osdoba, 
Heller and Schwei Shlita (listed in the sequence of their entry to the BaDaTz).

3. The responsibilities of the Rabbanim fall into four general functions:
A) Respond to Shaalos 
B) Participate in Dinei Torah 
C) Acceptance of Responsibility (on the Rav for the community) 
D) Acceptance of Authority (of the Rav by the community).

4. Since for functions A and B no election is necessary - as for Dinei Torah only a 
mutual acceptance in needed and for Shaalos there is no pre-requisite - the 
election is being conducted for the last two functions (Acceptance of Responsibility
and Authority).

5. Nevertheless, the candidate accepts upon himself to also serve the first two 
functions - namely responding to Shaalos and participating in Dinei Torah - for 
certain hours and periods in according to what each elected Rav will agree with 
the heads of the community and supporters - the members of the Vaad HaKohol - 
the details of hours of service and compensation.

6. The candidates accept upon themselves to meet every second Wednesday evening
at 9 PM to discuss and rule on community issues.

7. Following the conclusion of the election the first meeting will take place on the first
Wednesday at 9 PM in the Conference Room of the Rabbonim offices.

8. Invited to this meeting are the newly elected Rabbonim along with Rabbis Osdoba,
Heller and Schwei Shlita.

9. The chair of these meetings should rotate alphabetically (in Alef-Beis sequence) 
corresponding to each Rav's family name. (Accordingly, Rav Osdoba will serve as
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chairman for the first meeting.)

10.Each meeting should have a secretary that records the minutes. (The secretary 
may be one of the Rabbonim or someone appointed by a majority decision of the 
Rabbonim.) If a Rov is absent from any meeting because of any reason, it is then 
up to the present members to reach a decision what to do.

11.Any obligation on the community like any Halachic clarification, Bais Din ruling, 
any decision to appoint additional Dayanim (to handle Shaalos and Dinei Torah), 
all Kashrus issues and the appointment of a Bais Din secretary all have to be 
decided by a majority decision of the publicly elected members of the Bais Din.

12.If a single Rav (or a minority of the Bais Din) issues a ruling that contradicts the 
majority opinion of the Bais Din there is no obligation on the community to abide 
by this ruling.

13.The appointment of any new Dayan (to handle Shaalos and Dinei Torah) implies 
the Bais Din's acceptance of the new Dayan as a qualified candidate in any future 
elections for Rabbonim.

14.Articles 6 through 10 are subject to modification by a majority vote of the elected 
members of the Bais Din. They are listed here merely as a framework to follow 
immediately following the election.
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To: Anash of Crown Heights
From: NUCHIE Gross

Subject: The importance of voting for Dayanim/Rabbonim this Sunday

As a former member of the Vaad Hakohol during the last election and as
someone who cares deeply about every member of the community, I am
pleading with every eligible voter to make sure you vote on Sunday.

Once upon a time Crown Heights could boast of a peerless Beis Din com-
prised of Dayanim who had no political or personal agenda, and whose
only concern was the well-being of every man, woman and child in our
shchunah whose importance extends throughout the world

Sadly, of the three gedolim who served with such seamless integrity and
had the brocho of the Rebbe, only Rav Osdoba remains -- clinging stead-
fastly to an integrity that rises above political considerations, and serves
no master but the Ribono shel Olam.

And I speak as one who suffered personally because of Rav Osdoba’s
psak, but it was a psak that had no hint of corruption and no scintilla of
power politics or personal gain (this is not the time to elaborate.)

Right now our community is in trouble. Our youth are confused, and
more and more are going off the derech. And not just our young – entire
families are adrift with nowhere to turn for guidance and help.  The
example being set by the current matzav in our Beis Din is causing
unprecedented destruction and breakdown among our neighbors.

Sadly there are a handful of corrupt  yechidim in our community who
have long desired to control our Beis Din because they view it as a key to
personal, political and material power. And the only way they can enjoy
such power is by having their influence over Dayanim who bend to their
will.

These individuals are manipulating some Rabbonim in order to derail this
Sunday’s elections .

A timely note from a former chairman of the Vaad Hakohol of 
Crown Heights:



These elections offer our kehilla the potential brocho of up to three out-
standing Dayanim who have vast experience and no personal agenda or
interest in personal gain. Each candidate is a Rov of utmost integrity (all
have already served in various functions and where called upon as need-
ed) who can help restore to our Beis Din the shem and tiferes for which it
was once justly renowned.

This election is totally consistent with the Rebbe’s goal of having “rov am”
appointing the community’s Rabbonim

Our Kehilla is today blessed with a Rosh Hakohol, Moishe Rubashkin,
whose every waking moment is a testament to his integrity and to his
selfless concern for even (and especially) the smallest and weakest mem-
bers of the Crown Heights community.  While no man is perfect, surely
we all recognize his unstinting acts of tzedaka and chesed.  For anyone to
impugn his integrity with regard to the election is to behave like Korach,
except that Korach was not motivated by cynicism, greed and personal
gain.

To his credit, Moishe Rubashkin has, in R. Segal, R. Raitport and R.
Zirkind, assembled a slate of three outstanding, independent, experi-
enced Rabbonim.

What’s more he has openly invited, and continues to invite, other nomi-
nees.

Those who would torpedo this election are free to list their own candi-
dates. That they have not done so, is ample evidence of their true
motives, to sow dissent and sinas chinom in order to wrest control of the
Beis Din for their own underhanded and nefarious purposes.

As the Rebbe often quoted from the Slichos of  Erev Rosh Hashana;
“Merubim tzorchei amcha” – our community’s needs are many. These
needs will only be met if an honest, diligent, capable and totally apolitical
Beis Din is allowed to function without a gang of hangers-on who care
only for their own kovod.

Please, please make sure you vote this Sunday.

Thank you.
Nuchi Gross                                                                         
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To my fellow Anash, members of the Crown Heights Jewish Community.
My name is Moishe Rubashkin, and most of you know me as your Rosh
Hakohol, the chairman of the Crown Heights Jewish Community Council
also known as the Vaad Hakohol.

My job, and the job of the Vaad Hakohol, is to work to improve the 
quality of life in Crown Heights – to care for every member of the 
community, especially those who are least able to care for themselves.

In this respect, my administration which was elected to office 18 months
ago, has worked tirelessly, and achieved notable results. 

But there is another aspect to the Vaad Hakohol’s responsibilities. As the
democratically elected representatives of the Kehilla it is our task to
make sure that the key Mosdos that make a Kehilla viable are able to
function properly.

Foremost among these Mosdos is the community’s Beis Din. For, indeed,
without a properly functioning, universally respected Beis Din, no Kehilla
can exist.   Whether it is for Dinei Torah, bein adam l’ chaveiro, issues of
Kashrus, or community standards for appropriate chassidish  conduct, it
is the Beis Din’s responsibility to issue rulings that guide and define life in
our community every single day.

For 20 years the Crown Heights Beis Din was viewed far and wide as the
very model of what a Beis Din should be.  Under the leadership of three
outstanding Rabbanim, Rav Marlow zichrono livrocho, Rav Osdobo shlita
and Rav Heller shlita, our neighborhood Beis Din was a shining example
of Halachic rigor, absolute integrity, and, above all, an example of sholom
bayis.

You see my friends, Rabbonim have to be very tough-minded people.
They are not our buddies. They must be men of tremendous learning and
significant ‘shimush’ which can be translated as learning applied to 
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practical halachic decision-making. And most importantly, they must be
above politics.

The Shulchan Aruch requires a Beis Din to have at least three, and ideally
five, full time Dayanim.  The reason for this is obvious. Because no two
Rabbonim see things in precisely the same way; And it requires a Rov
Kol, a majority opinion, to reach a decision that is binding on the Kehilla.

Make no mistake. Before Rav Marlow and Rav Osdoba and Rav Heller
would issue a Psak, a ruling, they would often have heated debates
among themselves. But these debates were always held behind closed
doors, as they should be. The final Psak was always delivered as unani-
mous, even if one of the Dayanim had dissented. No one on the Kehilla
would ever know if there had been a debate or disagreement, and who
the dissenting voice was. The Beis Din would issue a unified ruling that
was incumbent on everyone.

Thus, the dignity of the Beis Din was never compromised, and the ruling
was always either unanimous or appeared unanimous because each
Dayan respected the directive of acharei rabim l’hatos, majority rule.

The passing of Rav Marlowe was a major blow to our Kehilla and to the
Beis Din.  Likewise the decision of Rav Heller to withdraw from most Beis
Din activity for personal reasons.

This left Rav Osdoba shlita with an insurmountable workload and a Beis
Din that no longer had three functioning Dayanim.

In order to process the Beis Din’s caseload, Rav Osdoba was fortunate to
be assisted by two outstanding Rabbonim with significant ‘shimush’ expe-
rience, namely Rav Yitzchok Raitport shlita and Rav Shlomo Yehuda
Halevi Segal shlita, who was invited by Rav Schwei.

At that time there was also an additional Rov sitting in the Beis Din who
was not on the community payroll. Rather he was selected and paid
directly by powerful individuals in the community who desired to have
him become a member of the Beis Din. This Rov was Rav Aharon Yaakov
Schwei shlita.

The individuals, at the time of the first election of the Rabbonim, offered
$10,000 per year to Rav Zirkind head of the Netzigim at the time, that he
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would undertake the expense of the Rabbonim. The Rebbe spoke that
very Shabbos a whole Sicha that the Rabbonim must be paid by the
Kehilla.

Three years ago under intense pressure, Rav Osdoba consented to have
Rav Schwei run unopposed in an election to the Beis Din, against his
original wish to have 3 Rabbonim run. Without Rav Osdoba’s consent Rav
Schwei’s candidacy would have been null and void. 

However, Rav Osdoba gave his consent in writing with the proviso that
Rav Raitport shlita and Rav Segal shlita would function as Dayanim on the
Beis Din as well. 

Rav Osdoba, who became our Moro D’Asro under the Rebbe was being
cautious, as any Moro D’Asro in his position must be, especially in light of
the circumstances. After all, without the participation of Rav Raitport and
Rav Segal, the Beis Din would have only two Dayanim which would make
a majority decision all but impossible.  

Rav Osdoba had hoped that once Rav Schwei was officially elected —
based on his accepting the participation of Rav Raitport and Rav Segal as
fellow Dayanim —  the Beis Din could once again function properly, with
private deliberations and public unity.

Alas this was not meant to be. Virtually every major decision reached by
a majority of the Rabbonim was rejected by Rav Schwei. For example,
Rabbi Heller who never gets involved wrote Rabbi Schwei a letter regard-
ing the water filters. Rabbi Osdoba wrote in his letter that there is no
need for a filter and notwithstanding a majority decision, Rabbi Schwei
wrote on Beis Din stationary that filters should be used. 

To further complicate matters, Rav Schwei retroactively negated the
terms that allowed him to become a Rav, namely his recognition of Rav
Raitport and Rav Segal as de facto Dayanim.

The result is a Beis Din that has lost its dignity, lost its authority, and lost
its ability to set an example for our Kehilla and especially for our young
people. 

It is also a source of great pain that our Moro D’Asro Rav Osdoba, who
has been guiding us for over 20 years with the Rebbe’s Brocho should see
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himself vilified and called to frivolous, ad hoc, Dinei Torah by a colleague
– a colleague who refuses to abide by the terms of his election, and
refuses to conduct himself in a manner that befits a Rav.  This is both
unprecedented and unacceptable. And the situation is untenable and 
cannot continue.

It is not the Vaad Hakohol’s job to choose Rabbanim. The Rebbe decreed
that this is the responsibility of the majority of Anash. 

However it is the Vaad Hakohol’s responsibility to provide Anash an
opportunity to freely elect its Rabbanim from among a slate of qualified
Rabbonim.

Which is why we are conducting elections on the second day of Iyar,
Sunday April 30th, to elect Rabbonim to our Beis Din – in order to have
the five Rabbonim that are ideally necessary, according to the Shulchan
Aruch, for a Beis Din to function properly.

The other candidates are:
1 Rabbi Yitzchak Raitport Shlita
2 Rabbi Shlomo Yehuda Halevi Segal
3 Rabbi Yitzchok Zirkind

Praying and hoping to add more candidates in the near future.

All of these candidates are highly qualified Rabbonim, major Talmidei
Chachomim, Bekiim in Halacha, men of wisdom and shimush who would
do our Kehilla proud. All of these candidates have served with all the
Rabbonim in various functions.

It is very important that you come out and vote on 2 Iyar, Sunday, April
30th , because the results will effect you and your family for years and
years to come in countless ways – from Chinuch, to marital issues to 
litigation bein adam l’chaveiro to Kashrus.

The way the election will work is that each voter has the choice of 1,2,3
or more candidates. The candidate who has fifty percent plus of the vote
will join the Beis Din. Any ballot will be accepted as along as at least one
candidate has been chosen.

Once the elections behind us, it is our sincere hope that true sholom will
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be restored to our community, and true dignity to our Beis Din.

Please do your share by voting on 2 Iyar, Sunday, April 30th.  Because
the decisions of the Rabbonim are theirs alone to make. But the responsi-
bility for who the Rabbonim are, rests on your shoulders. This is a
responsibility none of us should take lightly.

Thank You.
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An Open Letter to Rabbi Nissan Mangel 
From The Vaad Hakohol of Crown Heights

Dear Rabbi Mangel,

As the duly elected Vaad Hakohol of Crown Heights, and as individuals
who greatly respect your enormous contributions in making the Rebbe’s
Siddur accessible to the general public and your signal role in educating
literally thousands of Jews in the ways of Torah, Yiddishkeit and
Chassidus, we are pained and puzzled by your attaching your good name
to recent partisan actions intended to de-legitimize Rav Shlomo Yehuda
HaLevi Segal shlita’s role as a Dayan on the Crown Heights Beis Din, and
by extension the Vaad Hakohol. 

These partisan actions – by definition – do not represent the will of the
majority of the Crown Heights Kehilla, or its best interests – and disrupt
the long overdue attempt to restore functionality and integrity to the
Crown Heights Beis Din.

We quote a letter from Rabbi Yaakov Schwei shlita dated 
5 Iyar 5752 written on Beis Din stationery to this effect:

“What is in the interests of the community is up to a majority 
of the community to decide … and, according to the instruc
tions of the Rebbe, even a Rav has no right to interfere, and as 
I was told by Rabbi Yitzchok Hendel, no one has the authority 
to interfere with someone who represents the community.”

Furthermore, as you very well know, Rabbi Schwei’s position as a Rav on
the Crown Heights Beis Din – assuming his election to the Beis Din was a
priori legitimate – is contingent on the formal approval of Rabbi Avrohom
Osdoba shlita. Rabbi Schwei’s candidacy was approved by Rabbi Osdoba
on the condition that Rabbi Shlomo Yehuda HaLevi Segal serve as a
Dayan on the Beis Din. Indeed, to the extent that Rabbi Schwei’s election
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had any validity at all, it was dependent on his accepting Rav Raitport &
Rav Segal as colleagues on the Beis Din.

Hence, to label Rav Segal as a ‘minuy chodosh’ a new appointee, and
demand that he step down from his work as a Dayan is deeply troubling.
Furthermore, no Rav acting alone without the consent of his colleagues
on the Beis Din has any right to summon a sitting Dayan to a Din Torah
regarding that Dayan’s legitimacy. 

For this reason, Rav Segal is not and cannot be in the category of
‘mesarev’ (refusing to answer a summons to a Din Torah) as he has no
business responding to a frivolous summons that has no halachic basis.
Indeed, Rav Segal is under orders from the senior member of the Beis
Din, Rav Osdoba shlita who was elected under the Rebbe and has been
Moro d’Asro in Crown Heights for some 20 years, to ignore any such sum-
monses as they are without basis in Halacha and fly in the face of the
very basis on which Rav Schwei is serving as a Rav.

I further call your attention to a response signed by Rav Marlow z”l, Rav
Osdoba shlita and Rav Heller shlita dated 19 Av 5748:

“...There is (in Crown Heights) an absolute need (for an elected
Vaad Hakohol) as has always been the practice throughout the 
Jewish world…

“Regarding its parameters … (citing numerous rabbinic 
sources); if there are more than seven elected members then 
they are responsible for all the needs of the community. If 
there are fewer than seven, they must clarify as to what they 
were appointed for, or declare that they are responsible for all 
the community’s needs.

“ It is possible (for the Vaad Hakohol) to make an amendment 
establishing that a general meeting be called in the event that 
a predetermined number (that number to be established by the
Vaad) of people request such a meeting … but until such time 
as there is a general meeting, the decision of the Vaad Hakahal
must be accepted…”

What has come to light is that that there were indeed other candidates
who were to be included on the ballot, but whose names were forcibly
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removed as a result of pressure from third parties who wanted to guaran-
tee the outcome of that election – an outcome that could only result from
a single candidate running unopposed, which was then – and continues to
be – contrary to the wishes of a majority of Crown Heights ANASH.

The other candidate who withdrew under pressure from the list was Rabbi
Yitzchok Raitport shlita. 

At that time you, unfortunately broke your leg twice in two different
places and you told people in the community that it was a sign ‘Min
Hashamayim’ not to get involved in the Beis Din. Recently, the moment
you signed the letter against the Mora d’Asro of over 20 yrs, you were
laid up in bed with a Roiz on your foot and were incapacitated for many
days.

With regards to yourself, what disturbs us especially is not only that you
allowed yourself and your good name to be used to defame a Talmid
Chacham whose role in the Beis Din is not open to dispute. What troubles
us is that you would affix your signature to a letter which:

1.Refers to our Moro d’Asro with utter disrespect, referring to Rav 
Osdoba shlita as “he” and “him”;

2.Refers to Rav Segal shlita as a “minui chodosh” when this is patently
false;

3.Includes a third signatory who is from outside the community and is 
widely viewed as a troubled soul with no legitimacy whatsoever vis a
vis anything to do with the Crown Heights Kehilla;

4.Legitimizes outright mesira by approving a civil legal action – some
thing that is the ultimate prohibition, and guaranteed to result in a 
massive chilul Hashem and the utter undoing of the Rebbe’s 
community.

It is no secret that the Rebbe counseled you not to get involved in com-
munity Rabbonus. This is something you discussed openly. At the time,
many of us were surprised by the Rebbe’s position in light of your signal
contributions to Chabad-Lubavitch and your peerless record as a scholar,
teacher and guide to thousands of talmidim.
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Your recent actions have made clear why the Rebbe advised you to steer
clear of community matters. We plead with you to follow the Rebbe’s
advice and continue your heretofore unblemished record of doing what
you do best.

Please note that this Vaad Hakohol, throughout its 14 month tenure, has
scrupulously avoided any negative pronouncements, choosing instead to
focus on positive activities, helping those in need, and shoring up the
community’s infrastructure and services. It is unfortunate that a handful
of individuals who are incapable of respecting the halachically mandated
legitimacy of the Vaad Hakohol, are attempting to hijack the community
and impose their will through secret pressure, terror tactics and outright
deception. 

Under such circumstances we have no choice but to respond accordingly.
We plead with you to distance yourself from these individuals and allow
us to do our job – namely to restore the dignity and functionality of our
Beis Din through legitimate and open elections. This is our job. It is why
we were elected. It is what the Rebbe wants.

Yours truly,

Moshe Rubashkin
In the name of the Vaad Hakohol of Crown Heights
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To the Editor:

The letter by my fellow Vaad member Leibish Nash (Crown Heights
Chronicle 4/7/06) is an offense to basic decency, to common sense, to
the rules of law, and to Halacha especially the Halachos against motzi
shem ra.

Above all it is an offense to the entire community of Crown Heights
because he uses both innuendo and sheker to destroy the one democrati-
cally elected institution that, in its current incarnation, works tirelessly to
improve the conditions and quality of life for the entire Jewish Community
of Crown Heights without regard to politics or partisan issues.

The Vaad Hakohol, the Crown Heights Jewish Community Council, of
which Mr. Nash is a board member, was democratically elected by the
community to represent its best interests. It is my privilege to serve as
its Chairman. 

The record of my administration speaks for itself in terms of our cease-
less and successful efforts to address the needs of ANASH, especially
those who because of widowhood, divorce or poverty lack the muscle and
the loud voice to play the game of kol d’alim gvar,: victory to the most
violent.

Indeed for the first time in its history, the Vaad Hakohol is being run as a
democratic institution and therein lays its strength, its character and,
above all its success. This Vaad is actually doing something. And we are
doing it by simple majority vote, and we are doing it despite being sad-
dled with some holdovers from the Vaad’s more Bolshevik past, when
there was no democracy and, therefore no accountability to the one per-
son we are accountable to: the man, woman and child on the street.

Yes, Mr. Nash is nostalgic for the good old days of smoke filled rooms and
old boy politics. And when his voice is in the minority he resorts to out-
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right lies and innuendo, such as “Two of the five rubber-stamped the deal
after the fact” Of course, he mentions no names or dates, nor does he
offer any evidence of any kind.

For the record, the Vaad meets almost daily. What’s more, as secretary it
was Mr. Nash’s job to record the minutes of the Vaad meetings. To date
he has refused to provide any of his notes or minutes. Worse yet,our
effort to hire a qualified secretary to record the minutes, were thwarted
by none other than Mr. Nash himself.

Is it any wonder that Mrs. Fayge Hurwitz who was the best executive
director quit because of Mr. Nash. Mr. Shaya Boymelgreen quit as a Vaad
member because of Mr. Nash. Joseph B. Spielman has not spoken to Mr.
Nash in 8 years, etc.

Mr. Leibish Nash and Mr. Yisroel Best met and employee of the Jewish
Community Council and asked that she give them something to fight
Moshe Rubashkin with. Then Mr. Nash and Mr. Best called the employee
to apologize for having said something that never took place at a meet-
ing, in order to defame Moshe Rubashkin. The Council’s employee wrote
an affidavit and had it notarized detailing exactly what happened in this
incident. This affidavit is on record.  

Mr. Nash believes that merely by saying something it becomes true -
especially if it appears in print. 

Mr. Nash writes; “I was under the impression that if two Yidden have a
disagreement, the Torah provides for a civilized and effective means of
resolution.” Except for the fact that we are not dealing here with a case
of “two Yidden having a disagreement” that requires resolution. Rather,
we are dealing with a board of five officials who were elected to govern
the community and make decisions that effect the community by a uni-
versally accepted process called majority rule.

This is not a disagreement between “two Yidden”. 

When a disgruntled minority member of a governing body is unhappy
with the result of a democratic vote, this does not entitle him to go crying
to a makeshift trio of Rabbonim and demand a Din Torah. 
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Imagine what havoc this would do to a community if every majority deci-
sion were subsequently paralyzed because the loser didn’t get his way.

To blithely claim, as Mr. Nash does, that “Halacha takes precedence over
democracy” reveals his ignorance of Halacha and his flouting of democra-
cy. And when brandishing his ignorance, illiteracy and Bolshevik mentality
to bully his way doesn’t work, Leibish Nash resorts to name-calling and
referring to those he disagrees with as “inexperienced newcomers.” Yes,
we all know what the experienced veterans did when they held the keys
to the Vaad – effectively nothing. Russia had its experienced government
which, thank G-d, was replaced by inexperienced newcomers. New York
once had its experienced Tammany Hall hacks. Thank G-d they were
replaced by inexperienced newcomers. And now, Boruch Hashem, Crown
Heights is blessed with a solid majority of inexperienced newcomers on
its Vaad Hakohol to help undo all the damage and self-serving backroom
deals of the old boys who were swept out of office.

So, by al means, let Mr. Nash play the perennial crybaby running to his
cronies and to Rabbonim to  jury-rigg ad hoc Zablo Beis Dins for relief.
Let him calls us names and hurl adjectives such as “sham” and “gross”
and “rubber stamp”. Let him refer to genuine democracy and majority
opinion as “manipulation”. As we say, “kol ha-posel mumav posel.” Mr.
Nash can do his homework and look up what these words mean.

Finally there is some openness and clarity and blue sky in Crown Heights,
and the people’s interests are finally being addressed. One cannot blame
Leibish Nash for pining for the bad old days. But if he expects to bring
them back he is going to have to do so by running his own slate for the
next Vaad Hakohol and hoping it gains a majority. 

Until such time he should act like a Mensch and play by the rules.

Sincerely,

Moshe Rubashkin
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To the Editor:

Our colleague Chanina Sperlin would have the reader believe that he has
been kept out of the loop vis a vis the Vaad HaKohol’s scheduling elec-
tions for new Rabbonim. In fact this is not the case. Mr Sperlin has been
involved in the process from the very beginning, and represents the
minority view on the Vaad.  It goes without saying that the Vaad has an
obligation to issue materials that inform and educate the voters before
they go to the polls. That Mr. Sperlin would prefer to keep the voters in
the dark is understandable, coming from someone who wishes to torpedo
the elections and maintain the terrible status quo.

He then goes on to assert that “If any of the Rabbonim  (on the Beis Din)
object to a candidate, that person shouldn’t be able to run since there is
a psak din from the Chasam Sopher and the Tzitz Eliezer that no new Rov
can be installed in a community without the approval of the existing
Rov…”

Mr, Sperlin is 100% correct in this regard, and our existing Rov, Rav
Osdoba shlita, has no objection to the candidates being fielded for elec-
tion, including the candidacy of Rav Schwei shlita.

The problem has been that Rav Schwei’s current position on the Beis din
(for which he was allowed to run unopposed) was contingent on Rav
Osdoba’s approval, per the very psak cited by Mr. Sperlin.  However Rav
Osdoba gave his approval only on the condition that Rav Schwei accept
the presence of Rav Raitport shlita and Rav Segal shlita on the Beis Din.
Unfortunately, Rav Schwei has chosen to flout this proviso, and has
rejected and defamed both Rabbonim. Hence Rav Schwei’s position as
Rov, based on the Chasam Sofer’s psak, is a priori null and void, and he
must stand for election once again, this time in a bona fide vote against
real candidates.

Mr. Sperlin then writes “I personally feel we should elect only one more
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Rov because the Rebbe said that a Beis Din means three Rabbonim.” Mr.
Sperlin’s personal feelings are irrelevant. Further the Beis Din needs at
least two more rabbonim as it now has only one legitimate Rov, namely
Rav Osdoba. As for the Rebbe’s position – it has always been consistent
with the Shulchan Aruch;  Three Rabbonim are a minimum, not a maxi-
mum. 

On a final note, Mr. Sperlin believes that Rabbonim should be nominated
by “a panel of independent Rabbonim, or at least by businessmen that
(sic) know something about Rabbonus.” In this he truly flies in the face of
the Rebbe’s teachings that our community Rabbonim should be picked by
Anash. After all, “Asei lecha Rav” is not speaking just to businessmen.
We are all in this together - and our Rabbonim must serve the needs of
all people not just the interests of businessmen.

Yours Truly,

Moshe Rubashkin
Rosh HaKohol
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Re: Election for new  Dayanim

Many readers of Crown Heights.Info have written in with comments, sug-
gestions and queries concerning this Sunday’s election for additional
Rabbonim for the Crown Heights Beis Din.  We hope the following will
help clarify any outstanding issues.

Please make sure to vote on Sunday. Your vote is critical to your future
and the future of the entire community.
Yours Truly,

Vaad Hakohol – Crown Heights Jewish Community Council 

Can we have some information regarding each candidate: ie. school-
ing, background, accomplishments, etc., current residence?

Each of the candidates is well known, highly regarded and has extensive
experience as a working Rov with the Crown Heights Beis Din. The Rebbe
was emphatic that all dayanim must have “shimush” – practical experi-
ence, not merely lomdus.  The Beis Din would be fortunate to have any
or all three these outstanding candidates serving our kehillah

Can we perhaps have also Rabbi Schwei’s name on the ballot to
reconfirm that he is indeed elected as our Rav?

Important questions have been raised pertaining to Rav Schwei’s legiti-
macy as a Dayan for several reasons:

1. He ran unopposed in the last election;
2. He had been on the private payroll of a local businessman, and 
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hence his objectivity might be questioned;
3. His election was predicated upon his accepting Rav Segal and Rav 

Raitport as colleagues – which he subsequently reneged upon;
His joining the Beis Din has resulted in a period of unprecedented divi-
siveness and public discord.

Nevertheless, in the interests of Sholom Bayis, the Vaad has decided not
to alter the status quo in the hope that additional Rabbonim will help nur-
ture an atmosphere of tranquility and clear majority opinion.

What’s the difference? CH is not part of USA where information is
disseminated. Obviously, we are still in “Communist Russia” where
you get to vote yes or yes. Can’t you people “SEE” what our “so
called Chairman” is trying to accomplish?

Sadly the above correspondent is turning the facts on their head. The last
election (which predated the current Vaad) was indeed a Soviet style
election with no choices and only single candidate being offered on a take
it or leave it basis.

The current election is open to any and all candidates. The Vaad has
issued repeated calls for nominations, and remains ready – at this late
date  – to add additional nominees to the current list of  candidates,
regardless of who or where the nomination comes from.  If the writer of
this letter has any candidates to suggest, we are totally receptive.

There is no need for much information. Rabbi Segal was appointed
to work in the beis Din by rabbi Osdoba and with the haskama of
rabbi Schwei, Rabbi Raitport is a known talmid chochom and Posek
very respected not only in Lubavitch but in Boro park and
beyond.Rabbi Yitzchok Zirkind is a very brilliant talmid chochom
very sharp. he is compassionate and very understanding. He knows
the job of a Rov. His whole life he has dealt in halacha.

Indeed all these are true facts. All of the current candidates are tried and
proven Rabbonim with genuine “shimush” per the Rebbe’s directives.

If we want a true SHALOM in the neighborhood, I think that ALL
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present Rabbonim be on the list as well.
Then they will have to be all equal and there can be no more 
fighting and perhaps peace will prevail in our Shechunah and per-
haps the young generation will have something to look froward to.

Once a Mara D’Asra is elected to serve as a Dayan it is an appointment
for life. Rav Osdoba has been a Dayan with the Rebbe’s approval for two
decades. As for Rav Schwei, there are strong arguments for having him
run in a legitimate election, especially as he has chosen to reject the
terms on which Rav Osdoba allowed him to become a candidate in the
first place. However (see above) in there interests of sholom bayis we are
not changing his status quo.

Why was it that in the last elections it was stated EXPLICITLY that
only if the candidate Will garner more then 50% of ELIGIBLE voters
(not “actual” voters) will he win? why isn’t the same applicable
now? (it was at the direct order of Rabbi Osdoba).

The last elections was not a bona fide election. At best it was a referen-
dum since there was but a single candidate. Hence the need for approval
by 50% of eligible voters. This Sunday’s election is a genuine election
with three (or more) viable choices. Thus a simple majority of voters is
sufficient.  Anyone who chooses not to vote has no right to complain
about the outcome.

Even more so, when this “askon” announces openly - (after trying to
speak quietly behind the scenes, and did not help) – that if his can-
didate for Rov will be elected, then he will give money etc., and if
not he will not give … and through this he wants to force on the
entire community his opinions – there is no bigger shochad (bribe)
then this!

We can only assume who wrote this disgraceful letter, and what his per-
sonal agenda might be.  The fact is, this election is precisely the opposite
– an honest, objectively monitored election that is open to ALL candi-
dates. This is in marked contrast to the last election in which alternative
candidates were kept off the ballot. At that time private interests, by
eliminating any competition, forced the community to accept a single
candidate, one who was being paid for years by private balebatim. It is
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interesting that it is precisely the people who engineered the last election
who are now accusing the current Vaad of doing what they themselves
did and are trying to do again. Kol ha-posel mumav posel.

…sounds pretty democratic, either vote for them, or don’t, in any
case they win...how many are we electing? all 3? are we having 5
Rabonim? wow...

Untrue and unfair.  Voters have a right to choose one, two or all three
candidates. Only a candidate who has garnered 50% of more of the pop-
ular vote will be named to the Beis Din. Thus it is entirely possible that
the outcome will be only one additional Dayan, two additional Dayanim or
even three.  The complexion of the Beis Din will be radically different
depending on how the community votes. And, once again, the roster is
open to additional candidates. The write is welcome to make his own
nominations.

Because when the people on top, compete, fight, hate, don’t get
along, automatically all those under them tend to do the same.

Precisely. Which is why the election is so important. It is worth noting
that there was no fighting or hatred in the Beis Din until the last election.
Rav Osdoba was a Dayan for 15 years and there was never any public
discord among the Dayanim.

... like in the first elections that each candidate needed approval
from other Rabbonim that he is appropriate for it ....

True. Which is why Rav Schwei needed Rav Osdoba’s approval to run for
Dayan in the last election. This approval was given conditionally, pending
Rav Schwei’s acceptance of Rav Segal and Rav Raitport as colleagues. 

At least with Rabbi Schwei’s, election it had Rabbi Osdoba’s, 100%,
full approval, BEFORE the Election, for him to even be considered to
be eligible to be a Candidate - Now, it has absolutely “NO ONES”
Approval!
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Once again, Rav Schwei received Rav Osdoba’s conditional approval, and
these conditions were not honored subsequently. Hence it is moot
whether Rav Schwei approves the candidates as they have already been
approved by Rav Osdoba and have been rejected by Rav Schwei in abro-
gation of the terms of his original candidacy.

What a Chutzpah!, to step all over all 3 Elected Rabbonim of the
Badatz - ignoring them and forcing an election against the will of
Rabbi Heller and against the will of Rabbi Schwei and against the
will of Rabbi Osdoba!

Rav Osdoba’s approval of the candidates and acceptance of them as col-
leagues is long-standing. Rav Heller chooses to abstain. Rav Schwei has,
through his own actions,  demonstrated that he does not accept the need
for an existing Dayan to approve candidates. 

What’s wrong with the Rabbonim we have now?

Two Rabonim are insufficient for a proper Beis Din.  The Shulchan Aruch
requires a minimum of three and ideally five, so that a proper majority
opinion can be reached where there is no unanimity.

Shouldn’t getting along with BOTH Rav Osdoba and Rav 
Schwei be important. One of the people running does NOT get along
with Rav Schwei and has been brought to a din torah (and refused
to show up!) Certain members of the election committee have also
done that.

There is no precedent for a Dayan to call his fellow Dayanim to a Din
torah simply because he does not agree with them. And they are under
no obligation to heed such a hazmana.  While harmony among Dayanim
is the ideal – and was the rule for 15 years prior to the last election – it
is hoped that the current election will once again restore dignity and
cooperation to the Beis Din as it was exemplified under Rav Osdoba, Rav
Heller and Rav Marlow z”l.

The 3 candidates listed have all served as Dayanim in Dinei Torah on
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the BaDaTz together with one or more of the previously elected
Rabbonim and have therefore been implicitly accepted as competent
Rabbonim.

Absolutely, which is why the choices before the electorate are all out-
standing and all 100% suited to the role of Dayan and Moro D’Asro.

The Crown Heights Anash would like to know weather the new
elected Rabonim will have the same power as Rabbi Osdoba or will
they be ‘third class citizens’?
If the case is that they will not have the same power as R Osdoba
then it’s only fair that they be notified before hand to make sure
that they still want to run even though they will remain ‘3rd class
citizens’.

Every legitimately elected Dayan becomes an equal with the other
Dayanim and is a Moro D’Asro in his own right.  

Rabbi Schwei’s election only brought machloikes and public mud-
slinging to the community unparalleled in any other Bais Din in the
world. (Maybe R. Osdoba had the foresight to this tragedy that the
rest of us did not). By the way how can he counsel couples on
Shalom Bayis if he washes all the community laundry in public? At
least after this election the majority will rule and if the dissenting
opinion chooses not to abide let him fight with the guy he sees in
the mirror.

Thank you. There are things we as the Vaad Hakohol are abstaining for
stating.  But, “chochom einav b’rosho.”

They have my vote. R. Raitport is poshut a gaon olam, who is kol
kulo torah & avodah. Rabbi Segal has the patience and the under-
standing of people to make a real difference in the community.

Thank you.
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All this griping is coming from the old Netzigim gang that held the
executive committee until 770’s netzig was asked not participate
and their junta fell apart.

The Vaad welcomes the idea of netzigim, and is hopeful that in future
they will al be legitimately elected representatives of their mispalelim
with no personal agendas other than to serve the community.
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Marcia R. Eisenberg, Esq.
General Counsel

Director, Jewish Communal Affairs & Legal Assistance for Jewish Organizations
Jewish Community Relations Council of New York

70 West 36th Street, Suite 700 
New York, NY 10018

(212) 983-4800, ext. 137 
(212) 953-5688 (facsimile)

eisenbergm@jcrcny.org

Date: March 31, 2006
To: Yisroel Best and the Crown Height N’tzigim
Re: Proposed April 4 Meeting 

It has been brought to my attention that there has been a call for a special meeting of the
N’tzigim for Tuesday, April 4, 2006 at 8:30 pm. I have been asked to comment on the pro-
posed actions as outlined in the meeting noticed, dated March 25XX, 2006. In my role as
Director of the Legal Assistance for Jewish Organizations spanning two decades, I have
advised many JCCs and COJOs over the years on their By-laws, corporate procedures and
best practices.

A. Proposed Amendment Contrary to Inherent Structure and Radical Change
The proposed amendment seems simple, but it is a major philosophical and power shift
which runs counter to the current structure of the By-laws.

1. Currently, under Article VII. Section 2. Special meetings of the N’tzigim of CH 
there are six (6) groups or offices which may call for a special meeting of the N’tzigim:
the Chairman of the Council (Vaad), Board of Directors (Vaad), Chairman of N’tzigim,
Executive Committee of the N’tzigim, the N’tzigim at a prior meeting or a petition from the
N’tzigim of 7 Member Organizations.

The proposed amendment would take away this power to call for a special meeting from all
groups, except the Chairman of the N’tzigim. This is a radical change from the current By-
laws which are very democratic in nature. This change runs counter to the careful balancing
of power between the Executive Committee of the N’tzigim, the Vaad and the Member
Organizations found in the rest of the By-laws. In twenty-five years of practice I have never
seen such a restrictive provision for calling special meetings in By-laws of organizations
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which have members. In addition, Section 603 of the New York State Not-for-Profit
Corporation Law (which governs the CHJCC) states that notwithstanding what is contained
in any set of By-laws, 10% of the members have the right to call a special meeting.

2. This amendment also calls for reducing the time for notice of special meetings from ten
(10) day to three (3) days (although there appears to be a typo and it may be five (5) days).
This change may be fine for some special meetings, but not for all such meetings.

According to the By-laws, the major powers and responsibilities that of the N’zigim have
are: 
· to conduct elections for the Vaad;
· to impeach a director of theVaad, if necessary; and 
· to amend the By-laws.

For the following reasons the notice timing requirements for special meetings for these duties
should not be reduced. The 10 day timing requirement enables the N’tzigim to have a rea-
sonable period of time to consult with the Member Organizations’ leadership and member-
ship on serious issues facing the kehilla such as elections; impeachment and By-law
changes. Moreover, the 10 days give the accused individual of an impeachment proceeding
time to adequately prepare and present a defense – an important element of due process.
These three duties are very important and should not be rushed and especially when commu-
nity process and input is very are critical.

B. Agenda Item for Filling a Vacancy on the Board
This agenda item is not applicable at this time. The meeting notice quotes from Article VIII,
Section 9, however, there is no vacancy on the Board – no death, no resignation and no
impeachment proceedings have taken place. There are still five (5) members of the Board. 

In order to impeach a director for cause the N’tzigim (and only the N’tzigim have such
power) must follow the By-laws in Article VIII, Section 10. There is a process and specific
10 day notice must be made delivered and posted about impeaching any director. This has
not happened. After the impeachment, the Beth Din of CH is the sole body which has with
the authority to determine whether any director should be removed or to determine if another
entity should make this decision. None of this has taken place, and therefore, there is no
vacancy.

I am presuming that the pronouncement by a Zabla on March 23, 2006 regarding three direc-
tors is the basis for this agenda item. I am not a rabbinical authority, but your By-laws in
Article XII state: “Any question which shall arise as to the interpretation of these Bylaws
shall be decided by the Beth Din of Crown Heights.” A Zabla is not the Beth Din of Crown
Heights.
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In summary, the proposed amendment to the By-laws is a major power shift and should not
be done in haste or lightly and there is no current vacancy on the Board of the Vaad.

I generally advise nonprofit corporations against changing their By-laws in times of internal
strife. One of the reasons that organizations can function is that people perceive the “rules” to
be fair. If one side tries to change the rules in the middle of a dispute, the other side will
inevitably feel violated. Those kinds of perceptions virtually guarantee that the effectiveness
of an organization will be lessened.

Marcia R. Eisenberg, Esq.
General Counsel
Director, Jewish Communal Affairs & Legal Assistance for Jewish Organizations
Jewish Community Relations Council of New York
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1 Nissan 5766                                                                                                   
30 March 2006

To N'tzigim . Alternates, and Member Organizations of
Crown Heights Jewish Community Council

From: Moshe Rubashkin, Chairman, Board of Directors, Crown Heights Jewish
Community Council

Pursuant to Article XX, Section XX of the By-Laws of the Crown Heights Jewish Community Council, I am
calling a meeting of the N'tzigim as follows:

Date: Sunday evening , April 9, 2006 (12th of Nissan 5766)
Place: 8:30 PM sharp
Place: Rubashkin Home, XX President Street (between Kingston and Brooklyn  Avenues)

Agenda:
1. Election of New Officers of the Executive Committee of the N'tzigim
2. Proposal for amendment of bylaws:

Article XX, Section XX shall be amended as follows:
Representatives of member synagogues shall regularly attend minyonim  at the  synagogue they 
represent.

Kol Tuv,

Moshe Rubashkin
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 VAAD HAKOHOL 
  OF CROWN HEIGHTS 



“.... On April 4, the Netzigim held
what was termed an emergency
meeting for the purpose of filling
a vacancy on the Vaad Hakahal/
CHJCC Board of Directors.
According to the bylaws of the
Jewish Community Council, the
Board of Directors can have no
fewer than 3 and no more than 7
members. If the three Vaad
members named (Moshe
Rubashkin, Tzvi Lang, and

Shmuel Plotkin) ... are disqualified, only two -- Mr. Nash and Chanina
Sperlin -- would remain, necessitating at least one more member to be
appointed.”

The article goes on to explain some difficulties with this situation, and
quotes the letter from Ms Eisenberg, General Counsel and Director of
Jewish Communal Affairs, which you can see in the previous pages in its
entirety.

The article describes the tumultuous meeting and its inconclusive ending.
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Because of the headlined meeting on the previous page, there was no
recourse but to call and emergency meeting of the Netzigim, to replace
the rogue Netzigim board that was illegally elected back in September,
especially when this board tried, as we see unsuccessfully, to replace duly
elected members of the current Vaad Hakohol/CHJCC Board of Directors.
Although they were told by the lawyers there was no vacancy and there-
fore no need to elect members to a full board.

This is why a Netzigim meeting was called with proper 10 day notice and
a new Netzigim Vaad was installed at this meeting.

Result from the meeting with the Netzigim:

18 Shuls in participated
15 reppresentatives were present in person

3 joined by telephone (Erev Pesach was a hard time for everyone)

Voting results:

1 Abstained
1 said No
13 said yes
3 shuls on the phone voted yes but were not counted in the final count.

The new Netzigim chairman is: Yanke Wice
V. Chairman: Benny Raskin
Corresponding secretary: Moshe Heber
Recording secretary: Alexander Weisz
Treasurer: Reuven Lipkind
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Every vote counts to give the newly elected Rabbonim a proper
mandate, and to show appreciation for the self-sacrifice they did
for the community, by allowing their names to be put on the
ballot.

No agenda only to be a sweet soldier of the Rebbe  and to make
the Crown Heights Shchuna a living example of the Rebbe’s
kids.

VOTE 
SUNDAY, 2 IYAR,

APRIL 30 
At the Kingston Ave entrance to 770, at the

side of the Ladies Shul, 

(Tifferes Zíkeinim Levi Yitzchak)

8am to 11pm
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"It is sad that I cannot use my real name.  But there is ter-
ror in our kehllah, and gangsters are attempting to hijack
our Beis Din and destroy the Rebbe's community. I live in
fear for my mishpoche, and must protect my identity."

"Right now our community is in trouble. Our youth are con-
fused, and more and more are going off the derech. And not
just our young - entire families are adrift with nowhere to
turn for guidance and help.  The example being set by the
current matzav in our Beis Din is causing unprecedented
destruction and breakdown among our neighbors."

IS THIS WHAT YOU WANT FOR OUR COMMUNITY???

The above are verbatim quotes from Toshvei Hashchuna. People
just like you.

This elections is not about Rabbi Osdoba or About Rabbi Schwei, it
is about our children.

If you do not vote, you are perpetuating a machloket.

This is our chance to have a Beis Din as it has to be, with a suffi-
cient number of Rabbonim who will bring clarity to the community,
and be an example our youth has been sadly lacking.

"These elections offer our kehilla the potential brocho of up
to three outstanding Dayanim who have vast experience and
no personal agenda or interest in personal gain. Each candi-
date is a Rov of utmost integrity (all have already served in
various functions and where called upon as needed) who
can help restore to our Beis Din the shem and tiferes for
which it was once justly renowned."

LISTEN TO YOUR NEIGHBORS, THIS SUNDAY…..

VOTE!
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Crown Heights Dilemma:
Rav Osdoba says Vote.

Rav Schwei say don't vote.

What  do  I  do?
This is exactly what's happening over the last three and a half years. 

THE RABBONIM CAN'T AGREE ON ANYTHING!

How long will this continue?

Who will your children look up to?

Will there ever be resolution to this continuous conflict?

Now is your chance to make the move: VOTE 3 NEW RABBONIM!

Think of YOUR future!
Think of YOUR CHILDRENS future!

This election is not about the 2 existing Rabbonim.

This election is about OUR future.

This election is about OUR CHILDRENS future.

THE REBBE SAID THAT THE KEHILA MUST VOTE FOR RABBONIM.

Whoever opposes the election, step up to the plate. 

Submit your own candidates.

So far, every effort to placate the opponents of the election was rebuffed.
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So far, every effort to ask EVERYBODY to submit THEIR
candidates was rebuffed. 
(Rabbi Schweis' suggested candidates, Rabbis Mangel
and Bell, refused to run.)

Nobody may accuse 3 respected, competent and independent Rabbonim, as
being in anybody's pocket, unless he himself is in somebody's pocket.

Nobody can accuse 3 independent, respected and competent Rabbonim,
who sat on Dinei-Torah with Rav Osdoba and Rav Schwei (and sometimes
they sided with one and sometimes they sided with the other, based on their
independent Halachic opinion), as being unqualified.

If you vote for additional Rabbonim, you will have no more such dilemmas,
as the Torah states "Acharei Rabim L'Hatos" (majority rules).

If you don't vote, you will have this dilemma for the rest of your life, because
there is no possibility of majority rules, with 2 Rabbonim who never agree.

One says: solve the problem.
One says: let's not solve the problem.

Foor  the  saakke  oof  soollvingg  the  coonstaant  dillemmmmaa,  VOTE!
For the sake of peace, VOTE!

For the sake of the future, VOTE!

For  the  sake  of  your  children, VOTE!
Vote Sunday 2nd of Iyar (April 30, 2006) for all three of the candidates for
additional Rabbonim in the Beth Din of Crown Heights. Vote for Rabbi
Yitzchok Reitport, Rabbi Yitzchok Zirkind and Rabbi Shlomo Segal as
Rabbonim of the Crown Heights Beth-Din.

Vote Vote Vote
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1 TORAH, 
1 SHULCHAN ARUCH,

1 BEIS DIN,
1 VOICE.

NO AGENDA
Think of YOUR future!
Think of YOUR CHILDRENS future!
Who will your children look up to?

VOTE ON SUNDAY,
2 IYAR, 30 APRIL

Lechatchila Ariber, Tiferes ShebeTiferes
At the kingston Avenue entrance to 770, at the side
of the Ladies Shul, (Tiferes Zikeinim Levi Yizchak)

8am to 11pm
For the sake of the future, VOTE!  

For the sake of your children, VOTE!  

VOTE!
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